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Altmore News
Please visit www.altmore.newham.sch.uk for more information.
Although it has been a very different start to the year, we are extremely impressed with how well the
children have settled back into life at Altmore. There has been lots of fantastic work and learning
taking place throughout the school. As we reach the end of the first term, we would like to thank you
all for your continued support with the collection and drop off arrangements for different year groups.
As we head into the winter months it is normal for children to develop colds. Unless your child is very
poorly, they are able to attend school. Please refer to the COVID symptoms shown below to help you
decide when your child needs to stay home from school.
The three main symptom of coronavirus are:
• A temperature greater than 37.8C - hot to touch on back and chest
• A new continuous cough - continuous coughing for more than an hour, or three or more coughing
episodes in 24 hours
• A new loss of or change to the sense of taste or smell.
You can check your symptoms via the NHS online symptom checker (www.111.nhs.uk/covid-19).
Here you will find answers to the most commonly asked questions along with advice on what to do
next.
We hope you all have a lovely half term break. Term 2 begins on Monday 2nd November 2020, we
look forward to welcoming the children back.

Nursery
Our focus this term has been Transition and Settling. Most children have now settled into Red &
Blue classes and stay for the duration of the session without their parents. We took ‘First Day at
Nursery Photos’ of all the children. We will revisit these photos at the end of Nursery to see how we
have all changed. We will also share these photos on Seesaw once all Parents have connected.
Each week this term we focus on texts linked to families. Through sharing their family photos during
whole class carpet sessions, children have begun to feel a sense of belonging to their class.

Reception
Our topic in Reception this term is 'Starting School'. We have been focusing on 'This is me and my
class'. This week we have been reading Kippers Birthday and used the text to explore number. The
children shared family photos of celebrations, made cards and gifts for Kipper and enjoyed lots of
role play birthday parties.

Year 1
Real-life Heroes

Supertato

In Year 1 this term our topic has been Real-life
Heroes. Children have been learning about the
different professionals who help us keep safe
and healthy, such as Doctors, Police Officers and
Fire-Fighters. There have been lots of
discussions about how these heroes looked after
us during the lockdown. We made a block graph
to find out who our favourite superhero is.

In English, the children have been reading the
story Supertato, by Sue Hendra and Paul
Linnet. Children have been thinking about the
different emotions felt by characters in the story
and have been writing speech for the
characters. They have been using story maps to
help them retell the story in their own words.

Year 2
Non-fiction Pages
This term our topic has been Towers, Tunnels and Turrets. The children researched and wrote facts
about castles and about some of the jobs that people did in castles. They used their facts to create
their own information page for a non-fiction book. Here is some of our lovely writing.

Fundraising & Charity Events
Jeans for Genes

Harvest Collection

Children and staff donated £1 and came to
school dressed in jeans to raise money for a
charity that helps children who have genetic
conditions.
During assembly time they took part in a
discussion about how the money would be used
by the charity.

A huge thank you to everyone who donated
food for Harvest. Our mammoth collection has
been donated to the Bonny Downs Community
Association. This community-led charity has
been serving the residents of East Ham since
1998.

Other News
Black History Month
This year, children at Altmore took part in a range of activities to celebrate Black History Month. The
theme this year focuses on 'African Americans and the Vote,' in honour of 100 years since women's
suffrage was granted and 150 years since black men were given the right to vote. With this in mind,
children in Year 1 and Year 2 talked about what it means to be able to vote and then they all voted
to select one child in their class to become the student councillor. In Nursery, children will be
focusing on the text 'Little Leaders' next term. Reception children have learnt about Martin Luther
King and his 'I have a dream' speech. They thought about their own hopes and dreams. In Key
Stage 1, we have linked learning to the children's Cornerstones topics. Year 1 children have been
focusing on real life heroes and learnt about the Nurse Mary Seacole, comparing her work and life to
Florence Nightingale. Year 2 children have been focussing on the topic Towers, Tunnels and Turrets
and they have learnt all about Mary Jackson, a Scientist and Mathematician who became NASA's
first black female Engineer and who spent a lot of time conducting experiments in a high-speed wind
tunnel. The children completed some lovely work including some writing, art work and debating
which was shared on Seesaw for families to enjoy and talk about with their children at home.

Virtual Athletics Competition
Our children have worked very hard during their
P.E lessons to achieve some outstanding scores
in various athletics exercises. Coach Rich
selected 16 children in Year 1 and 16 children in
Year 2 to compete in a 'Virtual Athletics
Competition' against other schools in
Newham. This was a very exciting opportunity
and chosen children were very enthusiastic about
participating. Showing great effort and
determination throughout training, both Year
Groups managed to win their competitions!
Our Year 2 team was successfully
awarded 1st place with 100 points above 2nd
place.
Our Year 1 team was also successfully
awarded 1st place with almost 40 points above
2nd place?

Global Handwashing Day
On Thursday 15th October we took part in
‘Global Handwashing Day’.
We took part in a virtual assembly with Dr Ranj
to learn more about the importance
of handwashing! He answered lots of questions
about why we need to wash our hands.

Here is a poster that one of our Year 2 children
designed to celebrate ‘Global Handwashing
Day’.

Over all, Year 2 had 9 children in the top 10 and
Year 1 had 7 children in the top 10. Well done
everybody.
Scan the QR code to watch some of our 'speedy
jumps.'

Attendance Awards
Highest Class Attendance Week
Ending 16.10.20

Our Target:
96%

Nursery – Red Class am

98%

Reception – Class 6

93%

Year 1 – Class 16

97%

Year 2 – Class 13

98%

Seesaw
Please make sure you have connected to your child’s Seesaw learning journal. Important school
messages and updates about your child’s learning will be sent across to you on the Seesaw app. If
you need any help accessing your child’s account talk to the class teacher.

Dates for your diary…
October
Black History Week
Last day of term
Half Term
November
First day of term
School photographer taking individual photos
Children in Need
Odd socks day
Start of Anti bullying week
Road safety week

th

19 October
23rd October
26th to 30th October
2nd November
5th November
13th November
16th November

th

11 December
18th December
21st December to 1st Jan
5th January

December
Christmas Jumper Day
Last day of term
Christmas Holidays
January
First day of term

Please note these dates are subject to change.

